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President’s Message

Season’s greetings to all of you. Hopefully you have time to catch your breath and enjoy the
holidays with your families and friends.

A big thank you goes to Bruce Miller and everyone who helped with this year’s conference in
Morgantown. The educational sessions were well received and informative. Thank you to BOPARC
for opening Dorsey’s Knob to our association. What an awesome addition to their department. It is
always great to visit facilities operated by other agencies.

I also want to say thank you to all of you who have agreed to hold an office or chair a committee for
WYVRPA throughout the next year. We remain a much stronger association and a more productive
advocate for our profession when we join forces.

Jim McClelland will be leading us to Washington DC in February. I am looking forward to “learning
the ropes” from those that have taken this trip before. Jim’s perseverance keeps us all notified when
parks and recreation issues are a hot topic.

Joe Shuttleworth has agreed to continue generating our newsletter. Please take the time to send him
an article or picture so that this task is less difficult for him. We are all guilty of not sitting down and
taking a few minutes to type something up. At the same time, The Review is one item that when I
get it in the mail I make a point of reading it from front to back. Go figure...

I want to say a special thank you to John Cooper for taking the time to answer my questions
concerning what my duties as WVRPA president will entail. The nicest thing about that is that he
and I both know there will be many more questions and he isn’t running from me, yet.

While attending this year’s conference we learned of the passing of Ethel Lou St. Clair, our state
director for the Hershey Track and Field program. Ethyl Lou held this position for several years.
She truly loved the program and the youth that were involved. She will be missed by everyone that
she came into contact with. Please keep her family in your thoughts and prayers during this holiday
season.

I shall end my first letter, of many, that I will write while serving as president of the WVRPA. 1
pondered a long time on what to say and how to say it. I wanted it to have just the right amount of
“stuff”. I am not ashamed to admit that this title makes me somewhat nervous. My predecessors
have left me with big shoes to fill. But, I know, without a doubt, that these same people, as well the
remaining WVRPA members, will be working with me. The really nice thing is that it didn’t take a
title to make me realize this, I’ve known, as I am sure you all have too, that this is always the case.

For better parks & recreation,
Bev Gibb, President
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EDITORS NOTE: WVRPA “In the Spotlight” will be a new feature in the Review. It will feature bio’s on different members in each edition.
You will be asked to include personal and professional information such as family information, hobbies, interests and other interesting items
that will allow others to get to know you better. Pictures will also be needed. Either a digital headshot or a picture that I can scan. Smaller
departments can include multiple staff members if they choose. Anyone wishing to submit their information, please email Joe Shuttleworth at
joe.shuttleworth@bridgeportwv.com. AFFILIATE BUSINESS MEMBERS AND STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE.

Don Burton - Bridgeport Parks and Recreation

Don was born in Tuscon Arizona and traveled all over the world while his father was in
the Air Force. Don spent his Junior High and High School years in Winter Park Florida
were he excelled in rowing which led to a scholarship to Morris Harvey College (now
University of Charleston).

Don loved West Virginia so much that he could not leave. He then married Kym
whom he met in Charelston. He started in the Parks and Recreation feild in 1979 with
Kanawha County. He then worked for the Town of Belle at the Recreation Director.
Next he went to St. Albans. He became Director of Bridgeport Parks and Recreation
in 1987.

He now resides in Bridgeport. He has two children. Grant, age 20,
was a standout basketball player at Bridgeport High School and now
plays basketball and runs Track for West Virginia Wesleyan College
in Buckhannon.

Sarah, age 17, is a senior at Bridgeport High School. She is a starter
on the Basketball and Volleyball teams. She is currently being court-
ed by several local universities to play volleyball at the collegiate
level.

Don has served the WVRPA in many capacities and currently serves as the Treasurer.
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WVRPA Review Deadlines
Mark your calendars!

Deadline Publication

February 23, 2007 Mid March 2007
August 10, 2007 Early September 2007
December 1, 2007 Early January 2008

Please submit your articles to joe.shuttleworth@bridgeportwv.com. Please include digital pictures if possible. Articles
are open to any WVRPA Members for announcements, news or anything else you wish to share with the organization.
Regular pictures can be scanned - mail them to 164 West Main Street, Bridgeport WV 26330. Should you have any

questions, call Joe Shuttleworth at 304-842-8240.
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KaBOOM! Brings Award Winning Playground Training to New Orleans!
Does your community need a great place for its kids to play? Join the national non-proyt KaBOOM! in New Orleans, February 8-
10, for the award winning University of Play (U Play!) and ynd out how to make it happen!
U Play! is a 3-day training that provides all the tools and know-how you need to promote play and build great playspaces such as
playgrounds, skateparks, sports yelds and ice rinks in your community.
At U Play! youill learn yrsthand how to create incredible transformative community-built playspace projects in your neighborhood!

Sign up today to take advantage of nearly $1 million in training scholarships and

equipment grants available to University of Play participants!

Attendees of U Play! will:
A Get the facts on why play is vital and how to rally your community around your project
Participate in workshops, led by experts, on every aspect of building a playspace (best practices, ynding volunteers,
resources and funding)
Receive priority consideration for training scholarships and challenge grants up to $5,000 each to be used towards play
equipment
Learn from playspace designers, funders, and successful playspace organizers
Hear nationally renowned speakers motivate and inspire on topics from community organizing and fundraising to the
importance of play

A Get hands-on experience by participating in an actual playground build
Whether you represent a school, a nonproyt, a service organization, a business looking for a team-building volunteer activity, or
are a concerned citizen, U Play! is for you!

> >>»

> >

Standard Rate $495
Non-Proyt $295
Early-Bird $195
Buddy Rate $95 (for each additional registrant from same organization)

Training Scholarships are available to defray travel and hotel accommodation costs. Early-bird registration deadline is
December 22, 2006. U Play! attendees also receive a discounted hotel rate of $129 per night. Reservations must be secured by
January 12, 2006 to ensure this special group rate.
To register or for more information visit www.kaboom.org, email uplay@kaboom.ord or call us at 202-659-0215.
Sidney Cooper b Marketing Manager

KaBOOM! b 202.464.6097 b 4455 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite B100 Washington, DC 20008

Our Vision: A great place to play within walking distance of every child in America

Join us February 8 - 10, 2007, in New Orleans for the KaBOOM! University of Play (U Play!) - our award-winning
training on play and playspaces. Visit www.kaboom.ord to learn more
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Did You Get Enough To Eat?

Yes, this is a strange title for the 2006 WVRPA Confernce wrap-up, but then again, we are in the field that promotes the
“fun” and sometimes the “unusual”.

For those who were not counting, the two day conference ticket bought you 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches,
1 Dinner, 1 coffee break and 1 incredible social smorgasbord. Beat that Martha Stewart!

With all kidding aside, I like to take this opportunity to thank a few people and businesses for their support and inspiration.
First and foremost, I would like to thank Regina Mayolo (Community Living Inititatives Corporation) and Pete Williams
(West Virginia Chapter American Society of Landscape Architects)for co-sponsoring the conferenc. Regina and her
association brought to us a audiance that as professionals, we need to be more aware. Pete, as usual, came through with
great exhibitor support and several tremendous educational sessions. Thank you Regina and Pete. I would also like to
thank the Conference Keynote Speaker Brian Woodyard. Brian’s speech was not only funny and enlightening, but also
inspiring. | hope everyone remembers Brian’s “never give up attitude” from time to time. Thank you Brian.

I would like to thank all the educators and speakers for sharing their knowledge. It is a knowledge that you were taught or
developed and passed on to others - Thank you educators and speakers. Terradon, thank you for sponsoring the workshop
BBQ picnic dinner. For those who missed it - come to one of the workshops, you never miss another. Thank you Steve
and Terradon.

I would like to thank Bohlin Cywinski Jackson for purchasing tote bags and all the prizes that were given away. Thank
you Bohlin Cywinski Jackson for your support and for making each session a little bit more “fun”. I would like to thank
all our friends who sit in the great hall waiting for us to return from our sessions - the exhibitors. Without them, attending
the conference would be like going back to high school (note I said high school and not college).

The exhibitors are as part of the conference as you and I. Yes, the exhibitors are hopeful to sell one of you something,
but at the same time, they are hopeful to simply talk to you. Thank you exhibitors for your support and presence. Finally,
I would like to thank Rick Able. For many years Rick organized and managed the exhibit hall with grace and command.
That honor has been passed to me and although I am still learning, I know I can count on Rick for advice and support.
Thank you Rick.

If you have not been thanked, maybe next year.

I remind you that if you are going to purchase something, please note the exhibitors listed below and contact them first.
Several said they would give you a discount if you mention my name (just kidding. Try it anyway, who knows, maybe it
will work?)

I also remind you that John Cooper is no longer President and that you can start treating him as a regular “Joe” (what ever
that means?)and that Bev Gibb (who is still older than me) is now President.

Exhibitors
Lilly Electrical Sales and Engineering Inc.
Terradon Corporation
Floyd Brown Group
Cover All Buildings of West Virginia
Service Supply Ltd., Inc
MyRecDept.com
American Ramp Company
The Walkabout Company, LLC
Hays Landscape Architecture Studio, LTD

Gold Medal Products
Walnut Grove Playgrounds
Taylor Sports & Recreation
Recreation Resources, Inc
Gametime / Cunningham Associates, Inc.
United Laboratories, Inc.
Playland Playgrounds / Blue Ridge Outdoor Designs
Melrose Display Company
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson

Sincerely,
Bruce Miller
Conference Chair
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Awards Summary
Jodie Lamm - Awards Chairperson

The Eugene M. Fuller Program Award is awarded to agencies for the creation and promotion of innovative, quality program
ideas to benefit a special, and deserving population. The Eugene M. Fuller Program Award was presented to Charleston Parks
and Recreation for their “Going to the Dogs” Dog Swim 2006. The Dog Swim is a huge event for the City of Charleston, bringing
together dogs and their owners. In late summer for the past five years Charleston Parks and Recreation “goes to the dogs™ with
their annual doggie fun activities. In August Kanawha City Community Center opened its doors to dogs for a weekend full of
swimming, games, and prizes, and also hosted a dog walk and costume contest at the Center. Not only that, but in September
they also hosted a dog swim at Cato Park, where volunteers and animal shelter workers come together to help with a dog swim
weekend. The Charleston Dog Swim 2006 activities brought in a combined 546 dogs and 788 people to Charleston for fun and
recreation. Charleston Parks and Recreation can be proud of the “Going to the Dogs” Dog Swim 2006 for being such a great
success.

The Richard P. Sebastian Leadership Award is given to an outstanding active member of the WVRPA under the youthful age
of 30. The chosen nominee should be a loyal and hard working member of the WVRPA who exhibits creativity, ambition, and
dedication to recreation. The Richard P. Sebastian Leadership Award was presented to Rachel Shawyer Pett for her service and
dedication to Charleston Parks and Recreation. Rachel is an important asset to Charleston Parks and Recreation. She is involved
with many of the programs and events including races, an egg hunt, a talent show, water games, playground activities, parties,
and many other fun events in Charleston. She has been very instrumental in promoting the City of Charleston as a great place
to live and play.

The Austin C. Palmer Outstanding Facility Award is designed to honor a facility that provides a large geographic area with
an aesthetically pleasing recreation area of sound design and maximum usage. The Austin C. Palmer Outstanding Facility
Award was awarded to Charleston Parks and Recreation for the Ruth Raftery Peyton Dog Park. The Ruth Raftery Peyton Dog
Park transformed a vacant city lot into a popular hangout for people and their dogs. The Dog Park has created a strong sense
of community and has even hit the world wide web with a webgroup for visitors of the park to swap information about doggie
birthday parties, pets needing new homes, lost pet information, and dog meeting times for furry friends to meet and play at the
park. The park has played a tremendous role in community recreation and involvement.

The James L. McClelland Public Parks and Recreation Facility Award is one given to exceptional park and recreation areas
that place special emphasis on environmental adaptability, function, usage, and design. The James L. McClelland Public Parks
and Recreation Facility Award was presented to New Martinsville Parks and Recreation for the Lewis Wetzel Pond which has
undergone drastic changes in recent years. Lewis Wetzel Pond now serves as a more functional and beautiful recreation area for
the community. Never has it seen so many visitors and provided so many opportunities for fun and recreation.

The Legislative Award is awarded to members of the Senate or House of Delegates in West Virginia who show interest and
an understanding of the importance of leisure services in the state. The Legislative Award was awarded to WV State Senator
Larry J. Edgell for his continued dedication and commitment to parks and recreation. Larry has been extremely supportive of the
programs and facilities in the city of New Martinsville. He has been instrumental in obtaining funding for the Lincoln Theater,
the Lewis Wetzel Pond and Family Center, and Bruce Park. Senator Edgell continues to be an advocate for parks and recreation,
understanding the importance of facilities and programs and their positive effect on communities.

John G. Scherlacher Fellow Award is an award that is not frequently given. Qualifications for this award include being active
in leisure services for at least 10 years and also, being an active serving member of the WVRPA for at least 5 years.This award
is the highest award that can be given to a professional in the state of West Virginia by the WVRPA. The John G. Scherlacher
Fellow Award was given to John Cooper for his tremendous contribution to the WVRPA. ......................

The Cunningham Scholarship Award went to two very deserving students. Jeff Blount, a senior at Marshall University and
student member of the WVRPA, maintains a high GPA while working full time and pursuing a degree in Parks and Recreation.
He is also very active in training and activities that will be beneficial in the field of Parks and Recreation. He has proved
himself a hard working and dedicated student in the field and was therefore awarded the Cunningham Scholarship for Marshall
University. Danielle Shepherd was the recipient of the Cunningham Scholarship award from West Virginia University. She is
a senior in the Recreation, Parks, and Tourism Resources Program at WVU. She is currently the President of the Professional
Recreation and Park Society of WVU and has served as a student ambassador at various job fairs and events. Both students are
very deserving of the scholarship and can be very proud of themselves for their accomplishments.
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Martinsburg - Berkeley
County Announces Expansion

With combined funds from the City of Martinsburg
and the Berkeley County Commission, Martinsburg-
Berkeley County Parks & Recreation announced in
November that the Berkeley 2000 Recreation Center
Expansion Phases I & II have been contracted to
W. Harley Miller in Martinsburg. The expansion,
which will consist of a state-of-the-art gymnastics
facility and an additional gymnasium, will cost
$1,250,000 and expand the existing facility from
16,800 to 38,150 square feet. Executive Director,
Steve Catlett notes that the, “existing facility was
much too small the day that it opened in March
2002.”

The center, located in Lambert Park currently consists
of the Recreation Department’s administrative
offices, two full-size regulation basketball courts
and a concession stand. Boys & Girls Basketball,
Indoor Tennis Instruction, Gymnastics, and Adult
Volleyball are just a few of the programs that are
sharing the space this fall. The expansion will
allow for a separate state-of-the-art Gymnastics
wing as well as one additional basketball/volleyball
gymnasium. “With the population growth in this
area, the expansion is our park system’s greatest
need. It will allow us to expand existing programs,
create new activities, as well as offer more times for
special events and private rentals,” added Catlett.
He hopes ground will be broken in December.

Word of Thanks

At this year’s conference [ was honored to receive the John
G. Scherlacher Fellow Award. There have been few times
in my life that I have been at a loss for words and this was
one of them.

In reflecting afterwards, there were a lot of things that I
wanted to say, but my emotions got the best of me.

As many of you know, this has been a very difficult year for
me as I lost my father in March and dealing with his death,
helping my mom with her loss and all of the things that have
to be dealt with have been a little overwhelming. My dad
was always proud of my accomplishments and when my
name was announced, I could feel his approval and wished
that he could be there.

I can’t remember much of what I babbled at the podium
that day, but I want to thank Joe for nominating me for this
prestigious honor, the award meant even more coming from
a friend.

I also wanted to thank all of the members of the WVRPA for
their support, especially Don, Bev, Jim, Mark, Tom, Rick,
Tony, Bob, Bruce, Steve, Ralph, Ray, Bill, Paula and Lynn
who made my job a lot easier and made the award that much
more special.

I believe that to be recognized by your peers is the highest
honor that can be bestowed on a person and I would like
to thank the awards committee for this award. To be
mentioned with names such as Jim McClelland, Rick Abel,
Steve Catlett, Fred Cutlip, Randy Worls, Van F. Anderson
and even Jeff Berryman is truly an honor which I will
cherish and never forget.

John Cooper

John Cooper is presented the John G. Scherlacher Fellow Award
by Joe Shuttleworth and Awards Chairperson Jodie Lamm
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WVRPA GOLF TOURNAMENT RESULTS

In conjunction with the annual WVRPA Conference this year in
Morgantown, the WVRPA Golf Tournament was held at the Lakeview
Resort.

In an epic battle, the team of John Cooper, Rick DeGroff and Chuck
Taylor captured the tournament, narrowly edging the team of Steve
Catlett, Joe Shuttleworth and Pete Williams. The team of Tom Nelson,
Bob Powell and Jeff Roth finished third.

/

Tom “Paco” Nelson nailed a long distance putt on the 18" green to win the longest putt
competition and Jeff “Long Distance” Roth nailed a drive right down the middle to capture
the long drive contest, the exact distance was unmeasurable!

On behalf of all of the tournament participants, a special thanks goes out to Terradon and
Steve Englehardt for the great barbeque after the tournament.

Tom “Paco” Nelson

KaBOOM! Playground Build

Thanks to KaBOOM! And Home Depot for their 10 years of inspiration to Communities across North America in
creating great places for kids to play.

I especially would like to thank the numerous volunteers, as representatives from the following groups, who
participated in the ONE DAY Community Build, on Friday, November 3, 2006 helping with the construction of the
Playground in Cato Park.

Thank you KaBOOM! and Home Depot as sponsors of the build. Thanks to Capital High School ROTC, Charleston
Area Alliance, Charleston Job Corps, Charleston Parks and Recreation, Charleston Fire Department, Charleston
Police Department, Charleston City Council Members, Home Depot of Southridge, Teays Valley, Huntington and
Parkersburg, Ivan Baumwell, KaBOOM! Project Manager, Kanawha County Parks and Recreation, Overbrook
Elementary, Ruftner Elementary, Stonewall Jackson Middle School, Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club, United
Way of Central West Virginia, Van — as representative for Tony Stewart #20, Volunteer WV, WV Radio Corporation
“The Wolf 96.1”, West Side Neighborhood Association, West Side Soccer Association, YWCA Child Enrichment
Center and the numerous volunteers who just showed up.

Charleston Parks and Recreation is the recipient of a grant from Sustainable Communities, administered by The
Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation, for the application of a crusher run rock surface to Garrison Trail in Cato Park,
this winter. The many additional improvements to Cato Park helps prove The City of Charleston is a great place to
live, work, visit and most especially play.

Thanks again to the many volunteers. We certainly appreciate YOU!

John Charnock, Director
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